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2011 KZ-NIA Awards for Architecture
“firmitas, utilitas, and venustas”
Every two years architects have the opportunity of
submitting works for peer review. The SA Institute of
Architects prescribes the composition of the jury and
KZ-NIA decided this time to appoint only women
architects. Lone Poulsen, then of Wits, accepted the
position as academic architect, Heather Dodd of
Johannesburg as the architect from another region and
photographer Angela Buckland served as the
layperson, while Wendy Horner, Angela Plekker and
Joanne Lees were the three KZ-NIA members, and the
jury voted Joanne as its chair. Sydney Baillon and
Walter Peters served as conveners and made the
logistical arrangements.
Jurors agreed to Thursday and Friday, 26th and 27th
May, with Saturday in reserve. However
at that time, no one could have guessed
that 43 entries would be submitted
doubling the previous record and jurors
were thus summoned to KZ-NIA to
study the submissions on Wednesday
evening. Then came the rain, a deluge,
and the schedule Sydney had so
carefully planned had to be hastily
redrawn but there was to be no
change from KZ-NIA tradition,
namely to experience all entries at
first-hand. It’s quite simple, spaces
worth living in and looking at
transcend the practical requirements of function and structure.
The criteria given the jury was
the architectural triad of ideals as
set out by Vitruvius, “firmitas, utilitas, and
venustas” (written about 25 B.C.), best known to the
English-speaking world as “commodity, firmness, and
delight” (Wotton, 1624). However, more recent translators use the original sequence, and phrase the passage
as follows: “All these must be built with due reference
to durability, convenience, and beauty” (Morgan, 1914)
or “All these works should be executed so that they
exhibit the principles of soundness, utility, and attractiveness” (Rowland and Howe, 1999). Either way, a
shift in thinking and translation has seen ‘firmness’ go
beyond structure to include ‘durability’ or ‘soundness’,

“

of what a
challenging
profession
architecture

”

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
Concierge Boutique Hotel & Freedom Café, Greyville Village
Architecture Fabrik and Don Albert & Partners

When the jury had
concluded its work the layperson, photographer Angela Buckland, reflected “It was an intriguing
couple of days; I left in awe of what a challenging
profession architecture continues to be”. That’s right;
the production of architecture requires huge amounts of
passion and seriousness, but judging by the number of
submissions, for many colleagues peer acknowledgement remains the highest reward.
Walter Peters,
Editor
ABOVE: 2011 KZ-NIA
Awards jury. From left:
Angela Buckland,
Heather Dodd, Wendy
Horner, Joanne Lees,
Angela Plekker and
Lone Poulsen.

I left in awe

continues to be.

and make energy efficiency an inescapable issue, and
readers are reminded that ‘Environmentally
Responsible Design’ was the theme of the last issue of
this journal. One other rule was agreed upon, that
where concensus could not be achieved, the majority
view would be respected. After 975km spent on the
road, the jury recommended 17 Awards for buildings
and one for a Research project.
However, there is another triad not mentioned by
Vitruvius: the client who calls the building into being,
the architect who gives the client’s wishes physical form
while balancing these with the requirements of
planning and building regulations and budget, and the
individuals who carry out the construction. Then for
some architects comes the hope of an Award!

LEFT, cover spread:
Seth Mokitimi Methodist
Seminary by Boogertman
+ Partners. See pp6 – 7.
Photograph: Studio 88 —
Mike Schmucker

The uniformity of scale, the row houses and
lanes prompted the declaration of Greyville
Village as a Special Zone within the municipality in 1994.
Four row houses each lining two parallel
lanes were identified for a hotel development.
The backyards were consolidated as the guest
parking area and at the head was placed the
reception area and restaurant. The historic row
houses were reconfigured as en-suite
bedrooms with landscaped verandas and road
frontages, while an eye-catching construction,
the crossing of a sawn-through container and a
glass pavilion with outdoor seating under
historic trees was chosen for the reception.
The jury considered this a deft intervention and
commended especially the urban regenerative effect
the project is having on the enclave.
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2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
House Duke, 12 Hawaan Drive, Hawaan Forest Estate,
Umhlanga Coastal Estate
Stefan Antoni Olmesdahl Truen Architects
The clients wished for large yet private living
areas, both inside and out. Consequently, these
lie at the heart of the development facing the
forest, with a high volume glass pavilion from
which beams project to visually integrate the
exterior space, defined by the angled and solid
residential ends to the composition.

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
House Throssell, 5 Cycad Close, Zimbali Coastal Estate
Jay + Nel Architects

The architects were to design a
home which complied with
the stringent design guidelines
of the Estate, yet would
provide privacy for its users
while imbibing the natural
characteristics of locale.
The massing of the separate
entities acknowledges the scale of
the buildings of the Estate, the
sheltering courtyard provides
privacy while the surrounding
narrow plan promotes crossventilation, and indoor and
outdoor spaces fuse by the choice
of operable timber louvre panels
as the external walls. Mindful of
the constraints, the jury found the
home to be well conceived,
thoughtfully detailed and well
executed.

The jury was impressed by the quality of the living
spaces, the robust yet impeccable detailing, the
understated simplicity and modesty of the house,
and the integration of the landscaping.

KZ-NIA Journal 2/2011 | 5

4 | KZ-NIA Journal 2/2011

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture

Indhul Eco House, 3 Acacia Drive, Simbithi Eco Estate
i3LAB

The Folie, 270 Smythe Crescent, Gowrie Farm, Nottingham Road
Design Workshop: SA
In balancing the aspects offered by the
eminence and orientation, it became clear that
a U-shaped plan would offer prospective
views over the residential estate while
providing a courtyard to capture the sun.
The house is well adjusted to its site with
solid bedroom wings on either side of the axis
terminating in the living space conceived as a
glass pavilion to provide a prospect over the
landscape. The latter opens on both sides to
serve as a veranda, an informality underscored
by the raked timber ceiling and the projecting
pergola.

Because the original structures of the Estate
provide the context, the designer-owner had
first to convince the aesthetics panel to look
beyond style to principles, which in its quest
for ecological sensitivity the house would
observe as a pavilion lightly touching the
ground.
As the road lies on the northern end of the
site, the mono-pitched section to the pavilion
provides both a screen to the road and a
clerestory for sun penetration into the
interior, conceived as a single entity. To
preserve the continuity of the space,
whatever sub-divisions there are reach only
to door height.

The jury applauded the boldness of the design and
the impeccable detailing, appreciated the sliding
screens in the living area designed to conserve
concentrations of warmth, the bay windows to
capture the sun, and the rustic character of the
whole which it believed appropriate to its context.

The jury commended the appropriateness of the
typology of the pavilion, the consistency in
following through the design principles, and the
indigenisation of the concept with
timber decking.
Section

SECTION

Ground plan

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
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2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary,
113 Golf Road, Pietermaritzburg
Boogertman + Partners

More than welcoming, this place is inspiring. The
layout is sensitively adjusted to topography, the
design is environmentally appropriate, and a
generosity of spaces suitably finished in natural
materials and soft landscaping. The jury was
unanimous in that the experience is uplifting as it
was no doubt intended to be.
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Photography: Studio 88— Mike Schmucker

For this seminary the architects substituted the
typologically appropriate cloister with an
amphitheatre around which all elements to the
seminary are grouped.
The covered entrance leads directly to the
amphitheatre with on one side the administration and lecture theatres and on the other
the refectory and library. But the focus of the
composition is the cross alongside the chapel
the nave of which fully opens
to the amphitheatre to fuse
the inside with the outside.

1
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2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
Gottlieb Group Distribution Centre, 11 Quarry Park Place,
Riverhorse Valley, Durban
Elphick Proome Architects Inc

a<

b<
An avenue of parking
separates the warehouse from
the distribution centre, each of
which has a veneer of office
space on the perimeter
overlooking the respective
warehouses, a programmatic
requirement of the brief, and
the dispatch functions are
located on the book ends of the
development.

b<

Photography: Clint Strydom

This is a bold solution,
functionally and environmentally
responsible to the vast spatial
demands on the spur site with
difficult orientation. Within the
budgetary constraints of such
utilitarian structures the architects have by modest means
created a pleasing environment
for the users and a presence for
the Centre.

a<

b<

a<
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2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
Investec Regional Head Office, Ridgeside, Umhlanga
Elphick Proome Architects Inc
With the prescribed positioning and height of
the building, the architects had to mediate user
comfort between ocean views and inhospitable
orientation.
In acknowledgement of the sloping
topography the parking levels are terraced and
landscaped. The building at the foot of the
terraces is entered on its northern corner via
a high-volume concourse with cascading
escalators which give access to the open office
floors and allow much of the favourable orientation into the depth of the building. To enjoy
the setting, the top floor is conceived as a
penthouse with meeting and social spaces
opening to the perimeter terrace.
The jury was impressed by the sophistication of the
design and the innovations in energy efficiency.

Photography: Angela Buckland

Photography: Karl Beath
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2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture

Moses Mabhida Stadium, Durban
GMP International with iBhola Lethu Architects joint venture
(Theunissen Jankowitz Architects, Osmond Lange Architects & Planners,
Ambro-Afrique Consultants, Mthulisi Msimang Architects, NSM Designs)

Green Hub, Durban
eThekwini Municipality Architects’ Department
The pavilion located on the well-used south
bank of the uMngeni River estuary was
designed to accommodate an office for the
promotion of eco-tourism, a veranda for group
activities and public ablutions while itself
setting an example of environmentally
responsible design.

Besides the programmatic requirements, this
stadium was to have a ”unique quality and a
desirable sense of place”, be carbon-neutral
and be realized within four years, in time for
the World Cup.

The jury found the
typology of the pavilion,
its detailing and landscaping pleasant and
appropriate for the
purpose, and noted the
care given to green issues
including the selfgeneration of power.

The spaces berth the stadium, and the undulating
eaves of the perimeter and the bifurcated overhead
arch add movement to an essentially stolid
structure. These characteristics and the sense of
community engendered by the gentle gradients to
the seating tiers protected by the upward tilting roof
distinguish the stadium, which with the high
quality of concrete finish succeeded in making great
architecture of a utilitarian project.

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture

Moses Commuter Station, Durban
ARUP Interchange Design Group

Dairy Beach Node, Durban
Michael Tod Architects

The design of a commuter station in the
shadow of the iconic Moses Mabhida stadium
called for a special response, and inspiration
therefore, was sought in the harbour
environment of Durban and in the indigenous
crafts of the region.
As the rail tracks and the vehicular bridge
overhead were already in existence, the station
was to provide the link between the two. The
design approach was to treat the station as a
free-standing entity on stilts at the level of the
bridge, to funnel commuters between the
ticketing and administrative offices to the
turnstiles at which point a concourse set at a
transverse angle crossed the tracks with stairs
at its ends giving access to the respective
platforms below.

Readers are also referred to KZ-NIA Journal 1/2010.

Photography: Craig Hudson

While circulatory functionalism determined the
planning concept, the architecture is shaped by the
understanding of public spaces and materials, by
volumes commensurate with commuter movement,
good levels of day-lighting and enduring finishes.
However, for a public utility building, the care
exercised in the assembly and detailing of the
commuter station is exceptional and altogether
convincing.

This node focused on the historical Rachel
Finlayson Pool and grandstand which was
rejuvenated, its gazebo which was conserved as the lifesavers’ pavilion, the recycling
of the deck chair store and the construction
of a new double-storey restaurant building
which bookends the pool.
The jury appreciated the concept of giving
renewed relevance to the historic facilities
within a hard landscaped environment.
Readers are also referred to KZ-NIA Journal 3/2010.

Photography: Mike van Heerden

Readers are also referred to
KZ-NIA Journal 1/2010.

Readers are also referred to KZ-NIA Journal 1/2010 and
Architecture SA July/August 2010.
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2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture

New Beach & South Beach Nodes, Durban
Jay + Nel Architects

Swimming Pool, Clermont
eThekwini Municipality, City Architects’ Department

The brief was to redesign a safe environment
supportive of the beach functions and include a
building to accommodate a restaurant, ablution
and change rooms.
The
jury
acknowledged
the
topographical sensitivity of the design
with a solid base tucked into the bank
yet opening to the promenade, and the
open, transparent top which
minimally impacts on the environment, and the thoughtful and robust
detailing.

This is the first public swimming pool in the former township
and includes a recreational paddling pool, concomitant change
rooms and administrative and technical spaces. As the pool is
on a site occupied by a soccer field, the change in natural
topography is used to provide back-to-back accommodation for
each sport.

Photography: Andrew Griffin Photography

Readers are also referred to KZ-NIA Journal
3/2010.

The jury found the design concept of the pool as a public recreation
space on top of the hill offering views over Clermont, the functional
integration of shared facilities and the generosity of space surrounding
the pools appropriate.

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
Bay of Plenty Node, Durban
Design Workshop: SA

windy days, a sunken courtyard was included
on the landward side.
The jury applauded the approach to the redevelopment as a landscaping design, the revalidation of
the historical amenities, the integration of the skate
park and mini-town, the ingenious yet self-effacing
concept of the promenade café facing both the sea
and the courtyard, the inherent robustness and
flexibility of the design, and the innovative
balustrade detailing.
Readers are also referred to KZ-NIA Journal 3/2010.

Photograph: Roger Jardine

The site is the northernmost node to the
general beachfront upgrade and contains the
Amphitheatre and Sunken Gardens of 1932
which had to be incorporated in the renewal.
The approach was to remove all obstructions
and for best surveillance create an essentially
even slope from OR Tambo (Marine) Parade to
the beach promenade. In that process the
berms to the Gardens were reduced in height
while the new restaurant could be concealed
with its only elevation opening to the
promenade. However, in order to cater for

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
Moyo on the Pier, uShaka Marine World, Durban
an opportunity to exploit 360º
Koop Design Studio the service spaces prefabricated,

Here was
views to the Bluff, the Indian Ocean, the
North Coast and the City centre.
To preserve the public use of the pier, the
lower floor was restricted to the service
functions of the restaurant. In turn the
upper floor was maximized for restaurant
patrons with a core area, verandas to the
north and south achieved by the canted

profile of the steel portal section, the bar on
the east with lowered servery to maximize
views out, and a service stair on the west.
The roof with compound curve symbolizes
the outward views to be enjoyed.
The structure for this harsh environment
had to be prepared for on-site assembly,

and
accessibility was restricted to the narrow
causeway of the pier beneath which some
service lines were suspended.
The jury acknowledged the unusual challenges
of the design, applauded the aesthetic and
environmental resolution to the functional
programme, and the robustness of the facility
appropriate for public enjoyment.
Readers are also referred to KZ-NIA Journal 3/2010.

2011 KZ-NIA Award for Architecture
Addington Beach Node, Durban
Koop Design Studio

In addition to the restaurant spaces, public
ablutions and change rooms, the design was to
meet with lifesaving functions and the recreational needs of the resident community. This
resulted in two pavilions surfacing from a
common recessed store opening to the
promenade while defining courtyards for
different user groups.
While any building on the beachfront ought to be
inconspicuous, and is here given substance by the
cross-section determined by topography, the jury
was impressed by the definition given the different
use spaces, and the visual delight of the colourful
yet hardy treatment of the portions which should
remain concealed from strollers on the promenade.
Readers are also referred to KZ-NIA Journal 3/2010.
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2011 KZ-NIA Award for Reasearch
Housing Typologies Study

eThekwini Municipality, City Architects’ Department
with GAPP Architects & Urban Designers,
Black Balance Projects, WSP Green by Design and LDM

Position of houses to accommodate future additions —
Detached Units

Advantages of placing houses close to the street

The increasing pressure on urban
land demands optimal use of
existing service infrastructure,
and the negative socio-economic
implications of developing on the
urban periphery necessitated the
review of the locations and
densities of housing settlements.
Thus resulted the project in
town planning, urban design
and architecture which aims to
optimize quality and sustainability of housing typologies for
both new and upgrade projects in
existing settlements within the
municipality.
The document is thorough, competent and a very useful tool for
decision-making
by
housing
practitioners, municipalities and
developers. The real value of the
study is the way in which it brings
together a range of different housing
concerns which are normally dealt
with separately and therefore not
holistically.

Sustainable design
Combined panels

Sustainability applications

Topography applications

Typology 6: Narrow frontage duplex row

2011 KZ-NIA Awards for Architecture
An overview
It was a great honour to be a member of the
jury for the 2011 KZ-NIA Regional Merit
Awards. There were many and varied
entries all worthy of consideration and
several projects to make the South African
architectural fraternity proud.
Of particular interest were the many
commissions by the eThekwini Municipality
indicating significant investment in public
amenity and urban place making. The
cleverly designed Clermont public
swimming pool and sports ground provided
a delightful and much needed community
facility. The upgrading of the Durban
beachfront linked a number of well designed
nodes into a coherent whole. The extension
of the promenade from the Point to the
Moses Mabhida Stadium precinct has
created extensive public space and amenities
intended in future to extend to the Green
Hub at the uMngeni Estuary/Blue Lagoon.
Much has already been written about the
new beachfront revamp so this article offers
a more personal observation of the resultant
urban environment. I am very familiar with
the beachfront having been one of the 1978
students who undertook an urban design
project from the Harbour entrance to the
Blue Lagoon under the guidance of the late
Danie Theron. What became very clear
during that project was that this area was
made up of a number of precincts each with
a unique identity. Many of the ideas we
generated were incorporated into the
redevelopment of the beachfront by Revel
Fox in the 1980s. The openness desired by
Revel Fox has been taken a step further in
this 2010 revamp and has resulted in
unobstructed views from the Marine Parade
to the promenade.
Whilst I appreciate and agree with the
approach of reducing the clutter and
ensuring unobstructed sight lines, I feel that
in the drive to compete with other beach
holiday destinations, the new revamp has
lost some of the unique holiday vibe and
spontaneity associated with Durban.
Whilst, the 15–20m wide paved
promenade accommodates crowds and
provides continuity, it is relentless in its
paving pattern which fails to respond in
unique ways to the identified nodes,
including acknowledging where linkages
are made between the city fabric and the
promenade.
The greening approach is to be
commended with the incorporation of green

roofs and green spaces in the nodes, careful
attention to dune rehabilitation, a protective
sea-wall and indigenous vegetation.
However, it seems a pity that the concern for
safety and security has resulted in only
palms being planted along the promenade
and whilst these provide scale, rhythm and
directionality they do not provide shade and
respite from the heat and sun.
Traders’ facilities have been included, but
storage and mechanisms for display of goods
are inadequate. Although lighting was a
major concern, the interventions appear
minimal and some spaces remain dark and
uninviting to night time activities.
The individual nodes have been carefully
designed taking into account the integration
of new buildings with heritage buildings,
adding layers of history, time and richness to
the overall development. The continuity of
materials used in the nodes – off shutter
concrete, red face brick, aluminium and glass
– help to create a coherent urban language.
However, the new buildings are generic and
beg a question about how the briefs for these
were derived. These could have been unique
landmarks along the length of the
promenade.
The biggest disappointment is that most of
the new facilities are not yet occupied making
the promenade feel unlived in and lacking in
seaside excitement and congestion. The traditional ice cream parlours, candyfloss and
holiday take-aways are absent and the place
appears sanitised. I have always thought of
the Durban beachfront as the most
democratic of spaces providing opportunities
for enjoyment to all income groups. It seems
that the current bias is towards more
upmarket facilities to the exclusion of those
who cannot afford coffee shops and
restaurants. I observed a number of younger
groups with ‘picnic bags’ from nonbeachfront shops as there were no opportunities to buy inexpensive fun-food along the
promenade. The only active node is at the
Bay of Plenty which has a rich combination of
restaurant, children’s play spaces, skate-park,
mini-town, beach shops and ablution
facilities.
The beachfront promenade and facilities
although beautifully and carefully designed
appear quite sterile. Hopefully once the
facilities are occupied and bustling with
people then the full potential for holiday
makers and locals alike will be realised!
Lone Poulsen

In Memoriam
KZ-NIA Journal has learned with regret of the
deaths of Barry Clark (24.8.1913 – 15.6.2011)
aged 97, and Danie Theron (7.7.1936 –
6.6.2011), founder editor of this Journal. The
obituary below was penned by Hans Hallen,
partner in the
former Durban
practice Hallen,
Theron &
Partners but
readers are also
referred to the
obituary in
Architecture SA,
July/ August
2011.

Dear Wally
How sad that Danie has died. As we say he died
too young!
I knew him from the time he came to Durban in
the early sixties. He was an Afrikaner lad thrust
into the very English profession in Natal. He had
a strong intellect and grasped issues quickly and
soon he expressed his views on the profession, in
planning matters and at the university. In all of
that I got to know him well. He undertook the
editing of the Institute's magazine that I thrust
upon him. His two years as editor are bound into
volumes that have pride of place on my
bookshelves. He undertook any task that he was
asked to do expeditiously and well.
He was gifted in many ways. He was an
excellent and bold draughtsman. He wrote
excellently in English and in Afrikaans, his home
and childhood language. He broadened its
vocabulary and introduced articles in Afrikaans in
the architects’ magazine that I persuaded him to
edit. He was an excellent editor and his two years
of published journals are prized. He was elected to
local and national institute councils where his
intelligence and insight were a good influence. He
advised on planning issues in Durban and
elsewhere.
I kept intermittent contact with him over the
years after he left Durban. In recent years a call
from Danie could come at any time of day or
night. Now and then there would be a call from
Langebaan to Sydney when we discussed the
issues of the day, political and architectural.
Danie was a fine teacher, a good designer and
with strong ability to project his skill into the
community. For his students he was very
approachable and they held him in the highest
esteem: something that his colleagues could only
envy. He knew where his teaching responsibilities
lay. When he came to Durban he carried a chip on
his shoulder in the often fusty English speaking
world of Durban. This chip soon dropped off!
I enjoyed working with him and we designed
good things together. I will miss him.
Hans Hallen
Sydney, 11 July 2011

